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Deciding the Debate in the 1AR
Adrienne F. Brovero
University of Mary Washington

A. Strategic goals

1. Formulate a strategy – 
2. Foreshadow radical changes in strategy – 

3. Lay the groundwork for 2AR assessments. 

B. Prepping – Your prep for the 1AR starts after 2AC is back-flowed

1. Pre-Neg Block

a. Damage control – 

b. Ask - 
c. START PREPPING – 
2. During Neg Block
3. Post-Neg Block

a. You should take prep if you need it to:

b. Stand up 1ARs – 
C. The Flow and Structure of the 1AR

1. Do not flow the entire negative block – 
2. Group similar arguments – 
3. Grouping techniques

a. 

b. 
c. 
4. Signpost consistently – 
5. Reference arguments, not just numbers – 
6. What the flow should look like - 
[See other file - Aff-1AR Flow] 

7. No large-scale overviews – 
8. No blipping – 
9. Use 1AR blocks – 
a. 
b. 

c. 
d. 

e. 

D. Covering Topicality – 

E. Covering Disads, Ks
1. Diversity – 
2. 2NC evidence – 
3. Extensions – 
4. Read evidence – 
5. Be selective – 

F. Covering CPs, Alts

1. Diversity – 
2. Permutation – 
a. 

b. 

3. Offense – 
4. Solvency deficit – 
5. Theory – 
G. Covering the Case

1. Prioritize – 

2. Extend – 
3. Evidence – 
4. Know your 1AC – 

H. Covering Arguments the 2AC dropped

1. 1AC evidence – 
2. 2AC evidence – 
3. Impact assessment – 
4. Use neg block – 
5. Make new arguments – 


a. 

b. 

c. 

I. Prioritization and Time Allocation

1. Prioritize arguments – 

2. Nevers. – 
3. Time Allocation – 
4. Over-cover – 
5. Under-cover – 
6. Concessions – 
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