2AC/2AR

Casey Kelly

I. Before the Debate


1. General Attributes of 2AC



a. A good 2ac may be more abstract and conceptual than analytical



b. Strong storyteller than technical



c. Bold and willingness to take risks


2. Choosing an Affirmative that suits your needs as a 2ac and a team

a. View the debate from the 2ar backwards

b. Involve the 1ar in the affirmative process

c. Small affs are just as much work as big affs


3. Research and block writing

a. 1ac should be designed to make the 2ac easier

· Frontload the 1ac to preempt predictable negative args – especially on the case (which is were you want to make up time)

· Make the 1ac modular – so you can substitute out arguments and triage in the debate to suit your needs 

b. Be the master of your affirmative – no negative should ever know more about your affirmative than your do

c. Constantly be updating the 1ac with new evidence

d. Write lots of 2ac blocks

· All topic generics – even if they are not necessarily good negative args

· Predict case specific arguments – research makes this easy (doing negative research can also help with this)

· Use the 1ac evidence – you read it for a reason

· Use analytical arguments and frontload them to make it easier for the judge to flow – these should be word efficient “claim-then-warrant” type arguments

· Mix analytics with evidence

· Mix offense and defense (argument diversity is key!)

· Make blocks that can be cut down 

e. Be well filed!

· expando file your 2ac blocks – do not use manila’s

· use an “Answer to:” format

· subfile using folded paper as dividers with categories

f. Keep old 2ac’s from trans-topic generics

II. During the debate

1. Manage your prep time effectively

a. effective block writing should save time

b. do not necessarily write down all your arguments

· its time consuming

· you may not make every argument

· 1ar backflowing saves time 

c.  take advantage of cx time – do not get caught up in asking questions unless its an absolute necessity (clarification questions)

d. know with certainty exactly what the negative said – listen and flow before you immediately pull your block or risk making a large mistake

2. Manage your 2ac time effectively

a. Know how long it takes to read your blocks

b. Know when to read a block and when not – block dependency is a problem and there are several 12 step-programs you can join 

c. Assess the 2ac from the 2nr’s perspective and adjust your time accordingly – every 1nc only has a couple winning strategies – and sometimes only one intended strategy

d. Straight turning arguments in some situations saves time and disrupts the negative strategy

e. Be willing to jettison some parts of the case

f. Make up time on throw-away arguments and the case

g. Put arguments you absolutely must answer at the top – but be careful not to be top heavy

h. Carry a timer with you – don’t leave anything to chance

i. Carry a pen with you to mark cards

3. Other 2ac tips

a. Add-ons 

b. Offense on each sheet of paper

c. Leverage the case against new arguments – there is always an angle

d. Be flexible and adapt to the negative strategy – things won’t always go your way

e. Theory is your friend

f. Read neg da and cp shells

III. 2AR Strategy

1. Round overviews/impact calculus
a. “Try or die”

b. “Even if…”

c. “Case makes disads inevitable”

d. “Systemic vs. one-shot-risks”
2. Tactics
a. Not “new arguments” but “strategically framing” 1AR arguments

b. Balancing big picture while maintaining technical structure
c. Short regional argument assessments

d. Condensation and groupings of large debates (uniqueness, link turns)

e. ABC – “Always Be Comparing”

3. Style

a. Pathos/emotional appeals

b. Making the debate comprehensible

c. Spin, Spin, Spin

d. Writing the judges ballot

IV. After the debate
1. Every time your hear a new argument write a block immediately

2. Change your 2ac blocks to adapt to arguments

3. Keep a notebook with cites, arguments, and negative strategies that catalogues teams and judges

4. Keep your flows

