Counterplans on the Negative:

The Counterplan is one of the most versitile and helpful tools in the negative arsenal.

However, not all counterplans are created equal:


-PICS


-Agent 


-Consult


-Advantage


-Process

These broad strategic catagories are helpful for understanding the purpose of a counterplan on the negative.

PICS –The goal of the Plan-Inclusive CP is to narrow the debate onto part of the plan.

Agent – The goal of the Agent CP is to test the necessity of the affirmative actor

Consult – The goal of the Consult CP is to test the immediacy and certanty of the aff

Advantage – the goal of the advantage CP is to solve one or more advantage


Process – the goal of a process CP is to lie, cheat and steal the aff

While this may seem rudimentary, understanding the broad strategic rationale for a lot of these counterplans is essential to discussing advanaced counterplan strategy and theory, especially on the negative.

This lecture will make a number of suggestions about how you should debate counterplans generally and how you should debate counterplans on the poverty topic in particular. 

Suggestion the First – Write a good counterplan. Success starts before the 1NC

I know. Shocking, but the best way to successfully execute a counterplan is to have the best counterplan. But what makes a counterplan good?

-solvency (specificity of evidence, volume of evidence and trickiness of the mechanism)

-net benefits (Internal such as DA to perm or advantage perm doesn’t solve, disads)

-anticipate and react to 2AC arguments (Is your CP popular or Unopoular, Does it hurt or help federalism, does it spend or save money) there are disads to all of these so you should be ready to answer them before the debate

Some other tips to writing good counterplans, is picking the right counterplan strategy from the get go: so when do you read agent, consult, process, advantage or plan inclusive counterplans?

Suggestion the Second – The Block is a theory destroying machine.

Just like a successful counterplan begins before the 1nc, a successful 2nr on theory begins with a theory beat down in the block.

Given a 13 to 5 time spread, over covering theory (not to excess more like 20% overkill)

Is a really effective deterent for the 1ar extending theory and even if they do you will have a lot easier time beating back theory arguments in the 2nr if you have solid block answers

Keys to success, offense and defense, you need both to win counterplan debates, but as the negative you should also be making arguments about how you don’t have to win that your counterplan is “good” in the abstract but rather just win that it is “not bad” so defense should be enough.

The best way to make this strategy successful is to LOOK UP FROM YOUR BLOCK

Make sure that you have answered every 2ac argument, with 2-3 responses, ensuring full coverage is another good way to steer the debate away from theory.

Suggestion the Third – Know your generics (states)

Next year the states counterplan is going to be really really intense. Now, Im giving a full lecture later in the camp on the states counterplan so I don’t want to reveal all of its beautiful secrets. Here is a preview

Almost everything considered a social service is under the perview of the states, things like welfare, healthcare, education, prison reform, drug rehabilitation, food stamps all have state components and often pretty good states key arguments.

The lack of USFG key warrants is another great thing about the states counterplan.

How many people know what patchwork regulation is? How about race to the bottom? How about preemption? Your counterplan is only as a good as your knowledge of the topic and on this topic that means understanding the interaction between states and fed and both and poverty.

Any other common arguments vs states that people are concerned about?

50 state Fiat?

Other generics on the topic? Private actor, courts, any other ideas?

Suggestion the fourth – Permutations are from the devil, so write them down

Always. Always. Always. Write down the text of the permuation. Always. A good way to make sure that you have answered every permutation is to ask in cross-x, can you write down all of the perms, full text.

The key for answering any permutation in the block is understanding it. This is not like a uniqueness debate, if you don’t understand uniqueness you can just keep reading. To succeed against a permutation you need to determine

-does it still link to the net benefit

-does it include all of the plan

-does it add anything to the plan

-Is there an external reason the CP is Bad

Suggestion the Fifth – Giving an effective 2NR on a counterplan

-Overview (Keep it simple stupid)

-Solvency Deficit – Identify, Minimize and Explain

-Permuatation – Links, Theory, Offense

Keep your eye on the prize, the counterplan is supposed to make the 2nr easier, don’t let theory issues get out of control and turn your great defensive argument into the reason you lose the debate

Other funs stuff to talk about:

2NC counterplan

Advantage CP

Agent CP

Process CP

Consult CP

PIC

