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Identity Seminar Notes

Seminar Outline

I. Poverty as Identity – 

What does “poverty” mean? What does it mean to be a “person living in poverty”? Does it even exist??
A. Economic calculus vs. Relative/Qualitative/Participatory understandings
-Orshansky model, poverty threshold as economic measurement
-Relative definitions as meeting minimum needs within any given society
-Participatory sociological or ethnographic descriptions

-Outside the box understandings of poverty of spirit, culture, etc.

-No such thing

“None of you should be surprised to learn that ‘poverty’ is a recent creation (in the overall timeline of human events) a beast created by the monetization of common resources. Before money there was no such thing as poverty (which explains why a lot of people believe money is the problem.)”  http://www.conceptualguerilla.com/?q=node/2678  

B. Boxes vs. the Etc. 
-Census surveys and government programs

-Religious vows, Socialism, Radical Environmentalism, De-development, etc
C. Stereotypes and Stigmas – What does it even matter how we describe poverty??
- the body marked by poverty 
- the social marked by poverty 

II. Intersections of Identity – 

Do some identities change the likelihood of finding yourself a “person living in “poverty”? (Hint: the answer is yes, but why??)
How does “poverty” (under any understanding) change the experience of other identities and how do other identities change the experience of “poverty”? 
III. Debating Identity – 

Wait, why do Toni and Sarah keep talking about identity, I thought the topic was about the usfg…….
Well, lets discuss potential affirmatives i.e. how identity can effect access to social services. 

How about negative arguments centered around the affirmatives assumption that they can talk about “poverty” at all without developing a theory of what content fills that identity category much less the problems of their silence on how other identities intersect with poverty…. 
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