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What is theory?

· The word “theory” means a number of different things, depending on the context.

Different Approaches to Theory
· In math and sciences, for example, a theory is a tested and testable concept which is used to explain an occurrence. 

· For students of the arts, “theory” refers to the non-practical aspect of their work. 

· For the average person, a theory is simply an idea that is unproven or untested.  These ideas may be dismissed as “just a theory,” with the implication that it cannot be proven and it is just speculation without proof.

Theory and Debate

· Theory intersects with debate in three ways.

· 1. Theoretical Rules 

· 2. Theoretical Models

· 3. In-Round Theory Arguments

Theoretical “Rules” for Debate

What is the affirmative?
· Advocates a specific proposal (the plan) that supports the resolution and demonstrates the problems that would be solved by doing so.

What is the negative?
· Argues that the affirmative’s proposal (their plan) is not a good idea and should not be implemented.

Theoretically Speaking – How is this game played?

· Benefits versus drawbacks.

· Advantages versus disadvantages.

· Trump cards (in-round theory arguments).

Fiat

· Starting point for debate

· Based on the word should in the resolution.

How does fiat function

· The affirmative needs only to prove that the plan should be done, not that it would be done.

· Implication – negative arguments that “this plan would never be passed by congress” are non-starters.

Presumption
· Presumption works for the negative in debate.

· The present system is “innocent until proven guilty”.

· Change is always dangerous – the affirmative can inadvertently make things worse.  Its better to stay with what we know.

Function of Presumption

· In a close debate, the negative can argue that the affirmative is not sufficient to justify the potential risks associated with changing things.

· There can’t be tie – presumption is what judges often use to determine the outcome of a very close debate (assuming the negative says – vote on presumption judge).

Core Theoretical  Models for Debate

Policy-Making

What is it?

· Legislative model for debate.

· The debaters loosely role play as if they were Congress debating the merits of a particular bill.

How is it used in debate?

· The Affirmative must prove that the Federal Government should adopt their plan.

· If the advantages to the plan are greater than the disadvantages the plan may cause = Aff win.  Disadvantages are greater than advantages = Neg win.

Stock Issues

What is it and what are they?

· Judicial model for debate.

· Topicality

· Inherency

· Harms

· Solvency

· Disadvantages

· Critiques (maybe – most stock issue judges don’t like these types of arguments)

How is it used in a debate?

· Works to categorize arguments in a debate.

· The affirmative must win all the stock issues to win the debate.

In-Round Theory Arguments


The Theory “File”

What’s in there?

· Lots of jargon – learn this a little at a time.

· Used to say the other team isn’t playing the game right and they should lose (they are dirty, rotten cheaters).

How do these arguments function in a debate?

· Theory arguments are all about fairness.

· If you are making a theory argument you are saying “an argument that the opposing team made is bad for debate and is unfair so they should lose.”

· If you are answering a theory argument you should be saying “what we did isn’t bad for debate and, at worst, the judge should reject the unfair argument but we should not lose the debate on it.”
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