Topicality! 

The Topic Is Always More (or Less) Than It Seems


Topicality on the Negative:  a negative argument saying that the affirmative does not fit within the topic or resolution. The negative will argue that you don't “meet” one of the words in the resolution. They should do this in a specific format: 

 A. Interpretation (how you define the word in the topic)  

 B. Violation (the reason the affirmative doesn't meet the word you defined above) 

 C. Standards (the reasons the judge should use that interpretation for the debate)

 D. Voters (the reasons why the judge should vote on topicality) 

Answering Topicality: You should point it out if the negative does not have one of the above components. 

1. We Meet (explaining why you DO meet their definition of the word) 

2. Counter-interpretation (a different interpretation of the word, explain why you meet this new interpretation) 

3. Topicality is not a voter (explain why the judge shouldn't vote against you) 

Some ideas: 

a. You could argue that as long as you are reasonably topical, the judge shouldn't vote against you 

b. You could argue that unless anything you did in the round was actually unfair, you shouldn't be voted against 

Resolved: 

The United States 

federal government 

should 

substantially 

increase 

social services 

for 

persons 

living 

in 

poverty 

in 

the United States.
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