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Debating Politics on the Neg
Adrienne F. Brovero

University of Mary Washington
A.
Top 10 Reasons to Run the Politics Disadvantage

10. Links to everything – 
9. Generic throughout the years – not just election years–
8. Easy to research –
7. Net benefit to several counterplans – 
6. Quick time frame – 

5. Outweighs the affirmative’s case – 
4. Short-circuits the affirmative’s solvency – 
3. Turns the affirmative’s case – 
2. Real world – 
1. It’s the economy, stupid! – 
B. Civics

1. Political Leaders
· President – 
· Vice President – 
· Speaker of the House – 
· Senate Majority Leader – 
· House Minority Leader – 
· Senate Minority Leader – 
· President of the Senate– 
2. Parties

3. Senate

4. House
C. Obama Good
1. Generic Shell

A. Obama can pass X agenda item now, 
B. Plan makes him unpopular with someone, 
C. Popularity/political capital key to agenda, 
D. X agenda item is GOOD.

2. Uniqueness – like the disad’s name, we want to argue Obama is “good”
A. He is popular, 
B. He has political capital,

C. He can pass his agenda, 
C. His opponents (Republicans) are divided, etc. 
D. He can pass the specific agenda item that we impact

3. Fiat

A. Debate about the plan – 

B. Least Amount of Fiat – 

4. Blame – 

A. He’s the decider. 

B. He’s the focal point of American politics 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. Links – plan is unpopular with someone
A. Politicians – 

1. Most important question.
2. Congress

a. Democrats & Their Leaders – 

b. GOP & Their Leaders– 

c. Senate or House –
Filibuster – 
Cloture – 
3. Political leaders/coalitions – 
B. Public – 

C. Interest groups or coalitions – 

D. Media – 

6. Internals

A. Political capital –
1. Policymaking 
2. Tangible resources
3. Less tangible resources
4. Impact of political capital

5. Always a risk of a link
B. Popularity – 
7. Impacts – Like the name of the disad, Obama’s agenda is good.

D. Obama Bad
1. Shell – 

A. Obama wants to pass X agenda item now (but can’t quite get it), 
B. Plan makes him politically or publicly popular, or it gives him a legislative victory

C. Popularity/legislative victory key to agenda 
D. X agenda item is BAD.
2. Uniqueness – like the name of the disad, Obama is doing “bad” now
A. Examples –
B. Impact specific uniqueness – 
C. Don’t let uniqueness overwhelm your link – 

3. Fiat, Credit – 
A. Blame
See blame arguments from the previous section, 4 A and B. 

B. Easy story – 

C. Victory – 

D. Fiat 

E. Link outweighs turn - 
4. Links – essentially the same as above, only that he’s popular or wins a victory
See section 5 A, B, C, D

5. Internal links

A. Legislative victory
1. This is how a president earns political capital. 
2. Winners win

3. Example 

4. SPIN key – 

B. Olive branch/concessions – 
C. Popularity –
6. Impacts – Like the name of the disad, Obama’s agenda is BAD.

E. General Neg Tips

1. Uniqueness

A. Control the uniqueness – 

B. Don’t make it brinkish 

2. Links

A. The past – 

B. Plan

1. Mechanisms – 
2. Agents – 
3. Funding –
4. Philosophy – 

5. Image – 
C. 1AC

1. Harm area – 
2. Inherency evidence – 
3. Solvency evidence –
3. Impacts – 
A. Short-term – 
B. Domestic v. international –
C. Use the impact to turn the case. – 
4. Which one do I run? – 
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