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Research Lecture 

Where does evidence come from? Shockingly, it doesn’t come from the evidence stork, it doesn’t come from the evidence factory. There’s no big secret to producing evidence – it’s a process that literally anyone can learn. All you need is practice.  
What is evidence? It’s information used to support an argument. Good evidence contains a claim, a warrant, and supporting data. Decent evidence contains a claim and a warrant. Bad evidence contains merely a claim. 

What are other characteristics of good evidence? 

Where do you FIND good evidence? 

Research quality hierarchy 

-Books

-Peer-Reviewed Scholarly Journals

-Government Documents

-Online Journals

-Major Papers

-Quality Blogs

-Internet News Aggregators (Google News)

-Other stuff

Google

The first, easiest, and most often-consulted place you’re going to go looking for cards is the straight-up internets. Understanding how to effectively use google will make your research life much easier. 

-Pick good search terms – start general, narrow down. But don’t be afraid to try the homerun search.
-Synonyms 


-Using advanced google options – limiting searches to pdfs, date modified, etc  


-Use the page info to find dates that webpages were modified 

-Finding quals – google the author’s name, name and ‘professor’, etc. 


-Distinguishing qualified from unqualified evidence 

-Use google books and google scholar, questia, etc – more for cite-gathering because most aren’t full-text. Camp is a great time to load up on articles for the year because you have access to a ton of people with the library hookups. 

-Google news has revolutionized the politics debate. 

-Google alerts

- withingoogle.com 
Gonzaga Databases

Each database serves a particular function and a specific academic group. On an energy/environment topic such as this, you would naturally want to stick to databases designed to discuss energy and the environment. But even within these databases, you should be aware that there are some journals that might be more focused on the political ramifications or policy recommendations regarding energy and the environment, while other journals and databases might be much more heavily concerned with the science involved in understanding these spheres.

Boolean searches – AND, NOT, OR, w/5, ! 

EBSCO Health Journals

-A variety of the affs on this topic are going to center on health care in some form or another: dentistry, health insurance, etc. The health journals may have discussions on  some of the benefits of such policies or discussions of alternate options

ABI/INFORM Trade & Industry
-If you’re trying to research the pharmaceutical industry, trade journals are the place to go.


Business Source Premier
-Again, lots of trade rags.

LexisNexis
-This is an obvious one. Lexis doesn't have a ton of scholarly, peer-reviewed journals, but it does have virtually every newspaper and wire story that you could ever want. Lexis is great for finding stuff that you can't seem to track down elsewhere, but you have to recognize that you are taking a hit on quality.

Academic Search Premier
-General interdisciplinary database. That's a big word for we cover a lot of stuff.

JSTOR
-This is an awesome scholarly research database. They've got most premier journals in the humanities. This includes PoliSci journals, Sociology journals, and other areas that are directly pertinent to debate type research.

NetLibrary E-Books
-Another way to check for books online. Remember the mantra: books are best...

CQ Weekly
-This can be helpful for identifying issues that are now in front of Congress or that might be in the future.

Questia - $100 for a year’s subscription – get your team to pitch in or sell your parents on it. Has full text of books. You can search and view search results without being logged in, so run some searches to see if it has things you’d want/need. 

SSRN – Social Science Research Network – http://ssrn.com – totally free, mostly full-text, wide range of topics. Gotta sign up for a free account, but they don’t (to my knowledge) spam you etc. 

ISANET – International Studies Association – http://isanet.org – free, might require a free registration, but they also don’t spam you. Go to ‘paper archive’ on the homepage – these are unpublished conference papers which often have awesome cards. 

Think tanks:

Brookings Institution – http://brookings.edu – centrist 

American Enterprise Institute – http://aei.org – hard right
Cato Institute – http://cato.org – libertarian
Center for American progress – http://americanprogress.org – left-leaning
Center for Strategic and International Studies – http://csis.org – centrist

Economic Policy Institute – http://epinet.org – centrist, economic stuff 
Heritage Foundation – http://heritage.org – hard right 

Hoover Institution – http://hoover.org – leans right

National Center for Policy Analysis – http://ncpa.org
Good list of thinktanks: http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/psthink.html
Electronic Evidence Production 101 

Installing the template on your computer:

Where you save the template is very very important in making it work, so follow these instructions exactly:

First, make sure your computer displays hidden files in windows explorer. To make sure hidden files are displayed, in windows explorer go to 'tools,' then 'folder options,' then 'view,' and make sure 'display hidden files and folders' is checked. 

Download the attachment from this email, and be sure to save it in this exact directory, or the nearest equivalent on your computer. On mine, it's C: --> Documents and Settings --> Your Name --> Application Data (this is the hidden folder - if you don't see it at this point, your computer isn't displaying hidden files) --> Microsoft --> Templates. If you save the template anywhere other than this 'Templates' folder, it won't work. When you open the folder, it should have a file called ' normal.dot' there - if so, you're in the right place. 
Save it there, and you should see 'normal.dot' and 'GDI template.dot'. If you're having trouble finding this directory, search your harddrive for the file normal.dot - if you've got MS Word, you have this file (it's the basic empty document template). Then, check the directory, and save the GDI template there. 

Windows Vista: Desktop ( (Your Profile Name) ( AppData ( Roaming ( Microsoft ( Templates


Using the template:

First of all, keep in mind that you do NOT need to open the template itself every time you want to use it. Just open MS Word like you normally would. To create a new document using the template, go to file --> new (ctrl-n doesn't work the same way). File --> new should now bring up a dialog box that lets you select which template you want your new document to use. Select "GDI template," and you should see a new document with the following header: "Gonzaga Debate Institute 2007" in the upper left, and "1" and "File Title" in the upper right. If you don't see this, you haven't opened the template. Replace "file title" with whatever the title of your file is, obvi, and if you want there's space below "GDI 2007" for you to include the name of your lab.

Template functions: if any of these don't make sense, try playing around with the template for a little while - it gets way clearer when you try it. 

F2 - Remove Soft Returns. This function removes 'soft' returns from selected text. 'Soft' returns refer to what happens when you paste a card into a document, and there are spaces between the paragraphs, but when you double-click in the text it selects all the paragraphs. These returns are 'soft' (for some reason I don't know). This function removes those returns from whatever text you select, putting your card into one paragraph, to save space. 

F3 - Default. This function reverts any other text style to the default for that style (I know that's confusing - sorry). For example, if you have something in the 'tag' format, and then bold and italicize it, pressing F3 while that text is selected will return it to the 'default' tag font. 

F4 - Norm. This function reverts selected text to the 'normal' style (Times new roman, 10 pt., no indentations). It's different from F3 because it removes all formatting. When you paste text into MS Word, it's a good idea to select what you just pasted, press F4 and then F3 to remove all the formattting from it. That's the equivalent of using 'paste special' to insert unformatted text. 

F5 - Card text. This function indents text, so you can offset the text of your cards a little bit from everything else. 

F6 - Tag. This increases the size of text to 12, and bolds it, for tags. See the 'cite' format for important differences. 

F7 - Block title. This function is for the title of the block, which appears at the top of the page. Text in F7 will show up in the document map (which you can turn on by going to view --> document map). The document map gives you a visual representation of your file's organization - very useful. 

F8 - Cite. This style should only be used for the last name, quals (if you want to highlight them) and year of your citations. It's the same format as 'tag' - size 12, bolded. Here's the difference between the 'cite' and 'tag' formats. If you put your cursor anywhere in your tag and press F6, it makes that entire paragraph 'tag' format. However, pressing F8 only changes the format of the single word that the cursor is in. This makes more sense once you play around with it. 

F9 - Underline. Underlines and bolds selected text. 

F10 - Block title 2. This is the same format as F7, only it doesn't show up on the document map. If you have ten pages of "uniqueness - heg down now' cards and want to save your document map some clutter, use F7 on the first page and F10 on the others. 

F11 - Hat. This format creates a section-header that you can fold over your cards in an expando pocket. 

F12 - Remove returns. Removes "non-soft" (?) returns from whatever text you have selected. 

The Tricks of the Template

1) Use shift and ctrl-shift to select text – don’t use the mouse 

2) Use outline boxes to emphasize key words 

3) Pressing F3 and F4 after pasting is the equivalent of paste-special. 

4) PDFs often do the weird lots-of-returns thing – use F12. 

5) Use the document map to organize your file 

6) Making an index 

What the heck is this Paperless Debate thing?

Paperless debate is a way of constructing speeches and organizing the evidence for your speeches directly on your laptop so you don’t have to carry around any paper files (or tubs). With just a few simple commands that are already included in this template, you will have the ability to create speeches electronically.

1) Move your taskbar to the left side of the screen
2) Make sure you have a shortcut to the Template located on your desktop or quick launch bar.
3) Open a new document using the shortcut to the template. Save this new document as “Speech.doc” and make sure you save it on the desktop.
4) Open any or all of the files that you want to use to construct your speech.

5) To get evidence from your files to your speech document the following commands are crucial:

Move a Whole Block to Speech Document: CTRL+ALT+(
Move Highlighted Text to Speech Document: CTRL+ALT+(
6) To move evidence around inside the Speech document:

Move Block Up: CTRL+ALT+↑

Move Block Down: CTRL+ALT+↓

Delete Current Block: CTRL+ALT+END

(Important note, if you still want to add evidence to your speech document, make sure not to leave the cursor in any weird places)

7) When your speech document is complete, save it to the Desktop with its new name, such as 1NC Speech or 2AC Cards, etc. This makes everything run smoothly.

8) Copy the speech document to your jump drive so you can copy it to other computers (partner, viewing laptop, etc.)

