T Lecture notes- 6/30/2009
I. What is Topicality?

II. Why is Topicality important?

III. How should I structure my 1nc T violation?

IV. A discussion of common standards/reasons to prefer a particular interpretation

A. Limits-

B. Predictability-

C. Ground-

D. Qualifications (or lack thereof) of the definition-

1. Field context

2. Intent to define

3. USFG definitions

4. Legal definitions

E. Grammar

F. “Resolutional Synergy”

G. Extra Topicality

H. Effects Topicality

I. Rehabilitating “Framers intent”

V. Voting issues

VI. Answering Topicality

A. Cross-x
B. The 2ac-

1. Why you should ALWAYS counter-interpret

2. Reasons to prefer the affirmative interpretation

3. We meet (No link)
4. The reasonability/competing interpretations debate (No impact)
5. If you’re not T, and you know it

6. If you are T, and EVERYONE knows it

C. The 1ar

D. The 2ar

VII. Impact turning/kritiking T and why this is generally silly

A. This is not mutually exclusive with actually answering the violation

B. R.V.I.’s in disguise

C. The rise of “Framework” on the neg., and why you are usually better off making this a question of Topicality
VIII. Extending T in the block- dos and donts

A. Overviews

B. Effective comparison of competing interpretations

C. Read cards!

D. End the reasonability debate early

E. The “topical version” of the aff and other tricks

IX. The 2nr

X. Researching Topicality

A. You should!

B. Online dictionaries

C. The library

D. Lexis/Westlaw

E. U.S. code

XI. This years topic: 
Resolved: The United States federal government should substantially increase social services for persons living in poverty in the United States.
A. Social services

B. “persons”

C. Poverty

D. Persons living in poverty

E. Substantially

F. Increase

G. in the United States

XII. “Spec” arguments and other non-resolutionally based procedurals

