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Politics – Weekend Update Lecture

Two guiding principles: 

· Keep up to date by spending at least 15-20 minutes every day to skim articles
· Organization is critical – keep track of what you’re reading, when you read it, and where you read it
1. Be familiar with the argument

a. Follow the news – watch cable news programming

b. Look at Planet Debate files

c. Look at workshop files

d. Pay attention to other teams

i. Your squad

ii. Your opponents

iii. Scout
e. Read caselists (http://opencaselist.wikispaces.com/)

f. Read debate listservs

i. www.ndtceda.com
ii. www.cross-x.com
g. Make the Internet work for you
i. Alerts – Google, CNN, ABC News

ii. Feeds (Twitter)
iii. Delicious or other bookmarking/tagging tech

Prep a list of search terms (Thesaurus helps)

h. Basic words for combining:

i. Barack Obama

ii. Republican

iii. Democrat!

iv. Congress!

v. Senat!
vi. Blue Dog

vii. Moderate!
i. Always do:

i. Key words from your aff (veterans, Head Start, etc.)

ii. Political capital

iii. Approval (if too many turn up, try Presidential approval or approval ratings)

iv. Victor! (if too many come up, try victory or legislative victory)

v. Popular!

vi. Unpopular!

vii. Public opinion

viii. Coattails
j. If time, do:

i. Persua!

ii. Politiciz!

iii. Bipartisan!

iv. Partisan!

v. Clout

vi. Bully pulpit

vii. Sway!

viii. Agenda (this one should be done as a within sentence search – w/s)
k. Keep a running list of impacts: 

i. Healthcare

ii. Off-shore drilling

iii. ANWR

iv. Foreign policy

v. Soft power

vi. Tax cuts

vii. Iran

viii. Iraq
ix. Afghanistan
x. ME peace (peace process)
xi. China bashing

xii. Nuclear power

xiii. Nuclear testing

xiv. Minimum wage

xv. Immigration

xvi. Free trade agreements (South Korea, Panama)

xvii. Relations (Russia, Australia, etc.)
2. Where to search

a. Have it come to you – subscribe to news alerts, news feeds, RSS feeds
i. Google
**Google Reader** http://www.google.com/reader
Recommended subscriptions:

	Daniel W. Drezner
	Democracy in America
	fivethirtyeight.com

	FP Passport
	Politico.com
	RealClearPolitics.com

	Stephen M. Walt
	TAPPED
	The 3NR

	The Caucus
	Slate Magazine
	The Hill





Google Alerts (search terms and alerts sent directly to your email)
ii. CNN

iii. NYT

iv. Think tanks

v. Blogs
vi. Other tools: Twitter
b. Lexis – Guided news

i. General news – 

1. General news

2. Major papers

3. Week

4. Kwic or expanded kwic

5. Cut and paste special into one doc, in a folder for that weekend – label it with the date and time of search – 

a. PC – 7-19 2am

b. ANWR – 7-19 3am

ii. Today’s news

iii. News Transcripts

iv. Magazines & journals

c. Keep list of searches, send to team
3. Skim skim skim. 

a. Don’t get sucked into carding articles that won’t be useful. Skim it, if it has no use, cut and paste it to the bottom of doc. You can then decide at the end if you need it.

4. Cut ev into another doc – 

a. also well labeled – ANWR 7-19. 

b. Leave original doc intact so you have a copy if you need to go back.

5. Have a cut-off point 

a. 1 day’s worth of articles or 40 articles, whichever comes first

6. Blocking: Use Templates!
a. Use the Headings for block titles and tags so you can:

i. Keep track of how many cards you have on an argument (document map)
ii. You can create a quick index

7. Key times that come up randomly or regularly, but should be prepared for:

a. Crises

i. If possible, wait until 24 hours after the crisis has hit – literature will be better defined – within hours of the attacks on 9/11, the media was in a frenzy, but Bush & Congress hadn’t really taken positions

ii. If you can’t wait, try news transcripts – more likely to have stuff than newspapers

iii. Create a cut-off point.

iv. Look for focus disads

1. Keywords:

a. Focus

b. Full plate or on “his” plate

c. Agenda

v. Have a back up plan

1. Spending links

2. Other link story that is not particularly impacted by the crisis (business confidence, perception links to external impacts)
b. Elections

i. Prepare in advance

ii. Think about impacts depending on who wins – not just presidency, but both houses of Congress, special elections, etc.
c. Confirmation Hearings

i. Confirmation of Supreme Court Justices (Sotomayor)

ii. Confirmation of other key appointees after a new president is elected

iii. Multi-layer disads – Plan causes or stops an agenda item from passing – in the 2NC – that agenda item prevents or enables confirmation of an individual. 
d. January

i. Inaugurations
ii. New Congress (every 2 years)
iii. Addresses to Congress/State of the Union - Sometimes, especially in recent years, newly-inaugurated Presidents have delivered speeches to joint sessions of Congress only weeks into their respective terms, but these are not officially considered State of the Union addresses. The address is also most frequently used to outline the President's legislative proposals for the upcoming year. For these reasons, a State of the Union address is generally not given in years in which a new president is inaugurated, so in January, we had an address, not State of the Union
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