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Word Pics

The Word PIC

Why Word PICS?  

· Universally Applicable and so a perfect generic strategy

· The Element of Surprise, all words are dirty

· K Aff Slayer

· Destroyer of Policy Teams

· All the benefits of a K without answering framework or theory

How Does A Word PIC Work?

You read a word PIC like you would any other counterplan.  The only difference is that you read the plan with a minor change: you replace the word in question.  That’s It.  The K of the word in question is the net benefit, since the CP advocates the plan without the bad word.

How does the Net Benefit Work?

All you need is a reason why a word in the plan text is bad, and your new choice would be better.  The counterplan avoids the link, and you can read evidence about the conscious choices we make about language.  This allows you to treat the NB exactly like a K alternative.  Word PICS on this topic will include poverty and social services at least.  Be alert for other possibilities.

The Impact Calculus is Key –

There is really only one argument that is critical to winning the word PIC.  That is the fact that the CP will solve the entirety of the case (because it is the same legislative action) while avoiding the risk (albeit nearly infinitely small) of the NB.  This is particularly devastating against hardline policy teams, because they’re so used to offense/defense that they can’t figure out how to answer this argument.  Exploit their psychological blind spot.  K teams that read the topic to sound fair are also very vulnerable to this argument, because they can’t leverage theory or framework against you.

The Debate About Language – 

Word PICS, like reps Ks, require a substantial debate about the nature of language and why our choices are important.  To win a Word PIC, you need to win that our choices about language are important, and can be effective at producing changes in how we think about the terms in question.  Answering a word PIC requires winning an alternate interpretation of language.  If you can’t control the question of how language functions, winning either side of a word PIC debate is very difficult. Also, if the plan does not represent the exact language of the legislation, then the link is much stronger. 

Answering the Word PIC – 

Impact Calculus – You need to win that offense/defense is a bad paradigm for the reason of promoting debates like word PICs.  The risk is so low, and the NB so non-unique, that these issues should be seen as meaningless.

Solvency Deficit – If you have perception based advantages, the alternate language of the PIC may not be perceived by the necessary people.  If you can even assert a solvency deficit, it should outweigh the link to the permutation.

Debate About Language – The Word PIC relies on a contradictory approach to language.  If the CP solves the NB, it means that language is fluid, in which case the permutation solves the NB as well.  You can also read reclamation turns and answers, like all the Butler cards from Excitable Speech.

Defend Your Language – Research a defense of the word in question.  Any reason it’s good should be sufficient.

Be Smart With Framework – Many framework arguments will answer the NB, even though they read a CP and not an alternative.  Make good choices.

