1AR for Dummies: How to making your 1ARs less offensive and more Offensive.
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Psychology of the 1AR: Protect yourself, Wreck the 2NR
1. Play the right defense
2. Extend the right offense
Before the Debate:

-Be familiar with your 1AC – EVERY SINGLE LINE

-Be familiar with your files.

-Scout the other team.

-Optimize the 1AC.

In the debate, before your speech:

-Be comprehensible in the 1AC – speaker points!

-Backflow your partner in the CX of the 1NC

-You MUST read every card that the neg reads
-2A should grab them and bring them to you
-You could also sit by the 2A and grab the cards for yourself
-Consult with the 2A over which arguments are the best to go for
-General rule of thumb – extend 3 of the 2AC arguments on the offcase

-Select arguments by QUALITY
-Select which arguments you are going for

-Mark any arguments that the neg makes that are voters or could make you lose debate

During the speech:

-No overviews
-On the top of the advantages, have a 1 sentence explanation of the advantage – this often defeats all neg arguments

-Signposting – always use the 2AC / 1NR number and a short version of the argument

-On the case, follow the 1NC superstructure

-On the offcase, follow the 2AC superstructure

-Be concise

-All arguments should follow the TAG – REASON structure
-The tag should be a short statement of the argument you want the judge to flow

-The tag should also be the IMPACT to the argument

-After the tag, you should provide your reasoning for that TAG/IMPACT
-Basic argument structure to make your 1AR awesome right away:

-“Extend 2AC 1 uniqueness – it says” then explain the warrant from the 1ac or 2ac evidence

-This is NOT just repeat the title of the argument

-Give a reason that your argument is good

-Give a reason that their argument(s) are bad

-Read a new card

-You MUST answer the overview on each page that the block went for 
-You MUST answer all voting issues
-Fix 2AC errors
-Cover areas the 2A time allocation was weak

-Make whatever arguments you can to shore up poor quality 2A arguments
Advanced tips and tricks for the 1AR:

-Don’t repeat the negative’s arguments 
-It’s the biggest drain on your speaking time

-Use embedded clash (make your tag the opposite of their tag)

-The 1AR NOT an “extension” speech. It is a COMPARISON speech.

-Extend the 2AC 1, it says the DA is nonunique – this is NOT an argument, it is signposting

-Why are the 1AC and 2AC arguments better than the block arguments?

-Grouping is great for you and horrible for the 2NR

-Hide new arguments directly under the extension of the 2AC argument

-Strategically straight turn arguments

-New 2NC arguments

-Disads that the neg probably doesn’t want to go for

-Read a bunch of cards on the important offense that you are going for

-Crazy advanced strategy – instead of flowing what the neg says during the block, flow your answers. This is only possible under several conditions:

-The 2A is very good at flowing

-You are very quick in writing your responses to what the neg says i.e. everytime they say something, you write the opposite immediately
