Counterplans – Basics 
I.  What is a counterplan
a. A counterplan is an advocacy introduced by the negative
b. To win, it must be competitive and net beneficial
c. Competition is determined based on whether or not the counterplan is mutually exclusive with the plan text
i. 2 kinds of competition
ii. Functional Competition – the counterplan is functionally different than the plan, or doing both links to the net benefit
iii. Textual competition – Competes off the TEXT of the plan.
1. Example: word pics 
d. Net benefits are either disadvantages to the aff that the counterplan avoids, or advantages to the counterplan that a permutation does not solve (ex: consult) 

II. Counterplans in the 1NC
a. Why read a counterplan?
i. The aff has an advantage which is too good or true to beat on case arguments
ii. Makes the case smaller and the DAs bigger
iii. Counterplans with internal net benefits (consult, condition) are useful when you don’t have a case specific strategy because you don’t need to win a DA to the aff 
b. Structure of a counterplan – 3 observations
i. Observation 1 – counterplan text – just like a plan text, says what the counterplan does
ii. Observation 2 – competition – how it competes
iii. Observation 3 – net benefit 

III. Counterplans in the 2AC 
a. ALWAYS ASK THE STATUS OF THE COUNTERPLAN IN 1NC CX – this should be the first question if they read a counterplan or K
b. Permute it
c. Explain how it doesn’t solve the case 
d. Theory
e. Read offense 


Counterplans – Types 
IV. Alternate agent counterplans – has another actor do the plan
a. Usually compete based on an agent specific DA like politics
b. Examples: Executive Order, Courts, International actor, states, 
c. Theoretical objections
i. Infinitely regressive – limitless number of agents makes it impossible to predict or prepare, killing aff ground (fairness)
ii. Education – moots topic education in favor of generic debates about agents which aren’t supported by good ev or as relevant
iii. Logic – no actor has the ability to choose between different branches of the government 

V. Consult counterplans – engages in prior binding consultation or genuine consultation over whether or not to do the plan with another country (ex: Japan, South Korea) 
a. Usually has a relations net benefit – consulting X country is key to maintaining relations
b. Net benefit is not a DA to the aff, but an advantage to the CP 
c. Competes off “resolved” and “should” in the resolution.  The neg will argue that the counterplan competes off the certainty of plan action
d. Modifications – sometimes the negative will allow modifications, sometimes they will advocate a simple “yes or no” vote from the actor being consulted 
i. Ask about modifications in the CX
ii. Double bind – if no modifications, its not genuine consultation.  If there are modifications, you can consult over modifications to the plan 
e. Permutations
i. Permute – consult and do the plan anyway at the end of consultation
ii. Permute – do the plan and consult over something else (intrinsic permutation)
iii. Permute – do the counterplan
iv. Permute – in a world where X says yes, do both 
f. Theory issues
i. Infinitely regressive
ii. Education – moots the whole aff, topic discussion, and is illogical because it does not prove the plan a bad idea
iii. Multiple worlds within the counterplan – especially egregious if the neg reads a conditional consult counterplan 
g. Always make a “say no” argument 

VI. Condition CPs – does the plan if and only if another country agrees to take a certain action
a. Example – Only remove troops from South Korea if North Korea agrees to join the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
b. Sequencing process just like consult – the neg makes an offer to another country, waits for a response, then does the plan
c. Permutations
i. Do the counterplan
ii. Do both
iii. Condition and do the plan no matter what
iv. Do plan and condition on another issue
v. Do the plan and offer not to backslide on the plan if X country agrees to the condition 
d. Theory issues – similar to consult 

VII. Plan Inclusive Counterplans (PICS)
a. Does all of the plan except one particular part
b. Example: withdraw all troops from South Korea except for the ones guarding the DMZ
c. The NB is a disad to the aff even if the neg kicks the counterplan 
d. Word PICS


