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Cross Examination: The “right” question is always better than the “wrong” answer 

What is Cross Examination?

· Information Exchange Period – it is not time to role play lawyer

· The only time in the debate where each debater goes head to head with their opponent

· 20% of the entire debate is spent on c-x

· strategy and control

What are your objectives for c-x?
· To clarify points

· To expose errors

· To obtain admissions

· To set up arguments

· To save prep time
Hints for Cross Examination:

2NC Cross-X of the 1AC

1. Have an idea of what you want to ask before you get up (don’t be afraid to read parts of the 1AC during the speech)
2. Get the 1A to commit to answers that make your 1NC arguments work better 
3. Pay special attention to the un-highlighted parts of evidence (focus on solvency evidence: does it say what they claim? Does it say to the whole plan?  
4. Get missing arguments
5. Get a copy of the plan and read it if necessary
6. Center most your questions around the plan
7. Make sure you understand the thesis of the case and what advantages are being claimed
8. Think of questions before the debate!
1AC Cross-X of the 1NC
1. Get anything the 2AC will need for their speech early into the c-x in order to maximaze prep time.
2. If the 1NC argued topicality, make sure that you know the violation.
3. Make the 1NC explain any arguments you don’t understand
4. Ask about links, internal links, and impacts to disads and critiques
5. Ask about counterplans – is it conditional/dispositional, how does it solve, what are the net benefits, etc.
1NC Cross-X of 2AC

1. Ask for any responses or evidence your partner missed/needs (do this first)!
2. Ask 2AC to explain critical arguments in the debate (i.e. turns, perms, independent voting issues, etc.)
2AC Cross-X of 2NC

1. Your aim is to break up the continuity of the negative block 
2. Ask for any responses or evidence your partner missed/needs 
3. Ask 2NC to explain critical arguments in the debate (i.e. disads to the perm, new link args on disads and critiques, new impacts, etc.)
4. Go for the jugular; focus on THE most important argument (either your best argument that you are behind on, or their best argument that you need to defeat
Should you ask for evidence during c-x?

· Avoid it at all costs, it wastes valuable time

· Some Alternatives:

Gather your opponent’s evidence during their speech

Have them collect evidence during prep time

Take prep time before C-X

Have the person NOT doing C-X for both teams be responsible for gathering evidence

Suggestions for asking questions

· LOOK AT THE JUDGE!!!

· Have goals for the c-x

· Look at their evidence and use it as the basis for your questions

· Time management

· Don’t be predictable – go through the “backdoor” sometimes

· Don’t expect your opponent to concede their positions – their job is to clash with your ideas. Chill out and let them do their job. Your aim is to discredit their arguments in one or more key areas.

· Be careful about your body language and tone

· The questioner should be in control of the c-x. A talkative opponent should not be allowed to monopolize the time. This DOES NOT mean you bully your opponent.
· Avoid “Isn’t a fact…” or “Don’t you think/believe…” questions. You oftentimes don’t get the answer you want so work on phrasing your questions differently.

· Avoid long, drawn out questions

Suggestions for answering questions

· LOOK AT THE JUDGE

· Think about c-x before the round

· Learn when to say, “I don’t know?”

· Think about traps the questioner is trying to setup during the c-x

· Don’t take a stance on things you didn’t argue

· Maintain control of your body language and voice. Be confident!!!

· If you make a mistake, correct it ASAP.

· Answering questions 1A

-Stick to the claims made in the 1AC

-You don’t have to answer questions that aren’t about your 1AC (ex. Is realism good?)

-Don’t be afraid to say “we don’t take a stance on that because it’s not an argument we made in the 1AC.”

-Avoid essentialist answers: the military is always good, etc. Every answer should be contextual to your affirmative 

-Answer questions in ways that re-explain arguments you’ve made, and arguments that you have evidence for – don’t stray away from your evidence

-Just because your speech is over you still need to be “selling” your 1AC to the judge (reference 1AC authors, explain warrants, and highlight your impacts –remember you were reading fast and the repetition helps familiarize the judge with your arguments). 

-Don’t be afraid to defend your affirmative.

REMEMBER: BE POLITE, CALM, AND CONFIDENT!!!

“THIS TIME IS, FOR ALL ITS JANGLE, COMPLEXITY AND DISSONANCE, A MOMENT OF GREAT BEAUTY AND OPPORTUNITY.” –WALTER TRUETT ANDERSON

