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DA lecture 
1. What is a DA?

a. The parts to the DA

i. UQ 

ii. Link 

iii. Internal Link (has UQ) 

iv. Brink (Time Frame) 

v. Impact (UQ for the impact) 

vi. Terminal Impact

b. When to run the DA 

2. How to extend a DA 2nc/1nr
a. First the Uniqueness debate 
i. Diversity of UQ arguments (Make sure to make multiple) 
ii. Substantive (new is good warranted is best) 

b. Link Diversity ( multiple links) 

1. Preferably that match up with the UQ claims that you are making but not necessary

2. Specificity

c. The internal link debate 
i. First Order Internal link—links between links (Reid is key to the agenda)
ii. Second Order Internal links--links the plan action to the impact (Financial reform key to stop economic collapse) 
iii. Third order internal links: from impact to terminal impact.  (economic collapse leads to war and extinction) 
iv. Each of these internals needs UQ—if the aff reads evidence that says (Reid has already broken ties with Obama or that he plans to stall the agenda now—it short circuits the internal link 

d. The impact calculus debate 

i. The Time Frame—this is a brink question 

ii. Probability—this is a link and internal link question 

iii. Magnitude—this is a terminal impact question 

iv. DA turns the case

1. Always make this argument even if it doesn’t seem to be true—make it anyway 

2. Use the DA to NU the impacts and internal links to the affirmative 
3. 2nr extension of the DA 

a. Begin with the impact

i. How it accesses the affirmative 

ii. Compare the impact that you win vs. the impacts of the affirmative 

iii. Assumption and Subsumption –our impact subsumes theirs and our impact assumes theirs (

b. Then UQ—To win the DA you HAVE to win the UQ—it implicates the direction of the link. 

i. Use the UQ to short circuit link turns 

ii. Make sure that you are controlling the direction of the link 

iii. Explain and compare how this implicate the probability and or time frame 
c. The link—the probability debate—how likely is the DA to happen?  how much of a link do you  win?

4. The DA as part of a strategy 
a. Using the DA to get the affirmative to commit—DA’s and other arguments are often used to get the affirmative to say something which the negative can then capitalize on.  
b. Capitalizing on concessions—Use T to get a link to your topic DA’s 

c. As part of the CP(DA strategy—In many cases we see the DA as part of larger strategy where you read a CP and use the DA as its net benefit 
i. PICS

ii. Agent CP’s—Fiated Net Benefits 

iii. Advantage CP’s

d. Case and the DA 
e. The CP DA—Privatization, Movements, ect…

5. Topic DA’s

a. Politics 

i. US 

ii. Country 

iii. Midterms

b. Redepolyment 

c. CMR (Consult the JCS) 

d. Hegemony 

i. Leadership 

ii. Appeasement 

e. Relations  DA

i. China 

ii. EU

6. Answering the DA—Have a strategy 
a. Mix the offensive and defensive arguments 

b. Link Turning 
i. UQ is critical for the link turn it determines the direction of the link 

ii. The Link turn –opposite of the link 
iii. There are really three answers here—the UQ, link out, and together they are link turn 

c. Impact turning 

i. The internal link 

1. De-dev 

2. Read defense to the original impact 

ii. The terminal impact 

1. Spark 

2. Wipeout 

iii. When to impact turn v. link turn

d. Thumpers—

i. alternate causalities for the link 

ii. Other things happen first 

e. Some reminders 

i. Never link turn and impact turn 

ii. Don’t be afraid to test the intrinsicness of the DA 

iii. Always Always read offense.
