NOVICE LAST REBUTTALS: 

1) DON’T GO FOR EVERYTHING. You should think of a full debate as a triangle, except upside down. The top of the triangle, which is actually the widest point of the triangle, is the beginning parts of the debate, where you make your arguments, with the intent to decide what the best choice would be later in the debate. The most common mistake made by young debaters is to try to go for all the arguments…you remember in yesterday’s debate that the 2NR didn’t go for everything- they chose to go for their case arguments and the net benefit to the counter plan (in everyday lingo, the made arguments against the affirmative’s neoliberalism as well as their readiness advantage), or how the 2AR, instead of trying to win the offensive argument on T only made answers that facilitated answering defense on the readiness flow…so if I can’t go for everything, how do I know what I should go for? Well, that’s what makes the last rebuttal hard…

2) MAKE A DECISION: This is the thing that makes the last rebuttals particularly hard- there’s no way to know, all things being equal, which will be the best decision. The decision, all things being equal, should be the one you feel most comfortable with. In most debates, especially at the younger levels, the 1AR will usually make some sort of mistake that a 2NR will be able to take advantage of, as well as 2NR mistakes facilitating 2AR choices.  Remember, silence is concession. This means when teams drop arguments in the 1AR, you should use them to your advantage. Many times, this will facilitate your decision-making- the place where your opponents made the most mistakes…

3) EXTEND YOUR ORIGINAL ARGUMENTS/EPXLAIN WHY YOUR ORIGINAL ARGUMENTS WERE ROUND WINNERS: Many times, in these last rebuttals, debaters sometimes will talk about many things, but fail to bring everything back to the original arguments. Remember to go back to the arguments you read at the beginning of the debate, and explain the IMPACT of the original argument. This makes it much easier for the judge to be able to compare your arguments against your opponents, and you can guarantee, they’re going to try to use their full affirmative against you. 

4) ANSWER OPPONENTS ARGUMENTS/DON’T DROP STUFF: This also sometimes gets lost in the translation. Once again, we remember that silence is consent, which means if you don’t answer your opponents arguments, it can be devastating to you, for a couple of reasons, but most significantly because it’s your last speech, and the judge gets to think whatever they want about arguments you don’t control…remembering to use 4- point refutation is important, particularly in the last two rebuttals- if someone misses something earlier in the debate, there’s the chance later in the debate to fill them in- in the last rebuttal, that’s not a possibility. 

5) COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS/EVEN IF STATEMENTS: The last rebuttals should be framed making the assumption your opponent is ALSO winning arguments, and that the critic might have to contest with the possibility there would be a need to compare competing claims. The best way to help a critic decide in debates where there are a bevy of options are with “even-if” statements. “Even if you think their solvency claims may be true, if there is no internal link to the impact of conflict, then the affirmative solves, but for a non-existent impact.” You’re used to using your arguments to leverage against opposing arguments- but when you make even-if claims, they have to answer back these claims to be able to generate offense-it’s hard to answer yourself, and if you concede arguments (the dirty secret of even-if statements).
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