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Introduction to Philosophy
These are 6 popular philosophies in debate. A philosophy is a way of knowing the world, so these philosophies often don’t operate together with each other. There are many more philosophies in debate, but these philosophies are all very common. Philosophers might start with some of these questions…

Feminism 

Where are the women? 

How are men and those who embrace masculinity benefitting from the system of stereotypes about men and women? 
If women are equal, then why do they still make 75 cents for every man’s dollar? 
What are some women and gender issues that the feminist movement should prioritize? 

Marxism 

Where are the poor? 
Follow the money trail, who really profits from success?

What illusions do people live under that make capitalism seem fair? 
How can we create a society where wealth is fairly distributed and the government guarantees the basic requirements for a healthy, happy life for every citizen? 

Orientalism 

Do the policies of our government set up some people as inside the group and some as outside the group? Who is outside the group? 

When we discuss the Middle East are we using stereotypes like sheiks, terrorists, belly dancers or poor/savage people? 

How can we include other people without suppressing their differences? 
Security Theory

Why do people fear death? 

How are people trying to protect themselves? 

Is protection an illusion? What if we can never be safe? 
How do we think about other people when we are worrying about our safety?

Realism 

If all people act in their own self interest, who’s interests are at stake in this issue? 
What is the best power play to get others to act the way I want them to? 

How can we protect the US economic, health and legal security? 

The US has the best government and economy, how can we convince others to be like us? 
Pragmatism

Are other philosophers being utopian about their view of the world? 

What is the most practical solution to this problem? 
How can we reform the government to make it work better? 

How can we create unity and compromise between groups that disagree? 

