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Topic Overview: Japan 
The Basic Statistics: 
47,000 members stationed in Japan in 2008
Of those11,700 are 7th fleet vessels 
3,510 U.S. civilian personnel 
		>17,400 were in the navy
		>15,000 in the marines corps
		>12,300 in the air force 
		>2,500 in the army.

Tokugawa Shogunate (1600-1868) 
The beginning of the military history of Japan – the “shogunate” is the military leader of Japan. The emperor was a political and religious leader. 
· Social stratification during the Tokugawa period: 
· Daimyo – Lords at the top 
· Samurai – warrior fighting class also served as tax collectors
· Farmers/Artisans/Traders
· Tokugawa Shogunate (1600-1868) 
· Foreign policy: 1600s onward Japan started having minimal amounts of foreign trade. 
· Portuguese explorers
· Small convoys to “New Spain” 
· 1635 – Seclusion Laws: No Japanese could leave and no ships could come in to Japanese ports other than China, North Korea, and The Netherlands

The Opening and Modernization of Japan 
Opening of Japan (1852-1854) 
· Commodore Matthew Perry “opens up Japan” 
· Uses American naval power to intimidate Japan into trading with the United States 
· Japan was pretty unhappy with all of this – they started questioning the old system 


Meiji Restoration (1868-1912) 
· Move away from the Tokugawa period in government led by a coalition of the daimyos to restore the emperor to the highest position is society. 
· Major Meiji Achievements: 
· Abolished domains – lords didn’t have an area that they had absolute control over. This centralized the government
· Abolished the Samurai – The government eliminated the benefits of being a samurai (their rice stipend)
· Education reform – established elementary schools
· Constitutional government – male suffrage, the emperor controlled the military, military had a veto over all policy
· Japanese Modernization 
· “Enrich the country, strengthen the army” 
· Economic modernization started during this period
· Influenced by the west 
· Lots of foreign students and foreign workers to teach the Japanese English and to begin work with foreign firms 
· Normalized currency based off of the yen
· Began adopting technology that they found from the west – established the zaibatsu (companies like mitsubishi) 
· Pre-World War II 
· World War I  - Japan was one of the allied powers because it wanted to expand it’s influence in China. It wanted more trading ports to be able to increase modernization
· It cooperated with western powers but was not considered an equal
· 1919 - ** Japan wanted racial equality to be a clause in the League of nations – this was rejected by western powers and was considered a turning point in Japan’s relations with the West. 
· 1931 – Japan invaded Manchuria, claiming that they were liberating the Manshus from the Chinese, 
· 1937 - Japan invaded China 
World War II – (1941-1945) 
· The US had put an embargo on oil to Japan because of the Manchuria and China conflicts. 
· Japan decided that the only way to get back in the game was to attack the US Pacific Fleet and to begin island expansion into the Pacific. 
Tactics:
	-Never surrender (kamikazes)
	-Island by Island
	-Mobilized the entire Japanese economy 
· World War II Continued..	 
· Problems: 
*Pearl Harbor didn’t go as planned
*US Intelligence gathering was far superior – they could break all of the Japanese codes so there was no element of surprise. 
Resolution: After the war on the western front had ended with the invasion of Berlin, the US was looking for outs of the Pacific war. 
· Japan wouldn’t surrender. 
· The Truman decided to drop the bombs on Hiroshima then Nagasaki. 


The History Lesson is almost over: 
 
· New constitution in 1947
· No more material strength in Japan
· Institutional democracy in Japan – transferred power from the emperor to the people
· Japan had to demobilize the army and would be protected ostensibly by the United States. (Art. 9) 
· Structure of the New Government 
· The LDP – Then and Now 
· Liberal democratic party of Japan ruled from 1955 to 2009. 
· …..ummm…. That’s a really really long time. 
· 60s, 70s, and 80s, there were a lot of different scandals but none large enough to get the LDP out of power. 
· Positions:
· Very anti-nuclear
· Supported less Japanese dependence on the United States
· They carried on the strong tradition of modernizing the economy – however they lost a lot of support during the Asian financial crisis in the 1990s. 
· The DPJ – 2009 Election Winners 
· DPJ – Democratic Party of Japan 
· Won the 2009 election
· New voters
· Focus on micro level economic reform
· Anti-americanism in Japan
· Okinawa Basing Agreements
· Moves to increase self defense of Japan 

Current Politics – and Potential Affs 
· Bases and Nukes 
· Secret Nuclear Deal 
“Tokyo: A secret agreement under which Japan allowed the US military to bring nuclear weaponsto the Asian nation has been uncovered despite years of denial of its existence by Tokyo, media reports said Tuesday.
The 1969 contract, signed by then US President Richard Nixon and Japanese Prime Minister Eisaku Sato, was kept by the Sato family, said the Yomiuri Shimbun newspaper, which showed a picture of the two-page document.
The existence of the agreement has been denied for decades by past conservative administrations, which issued a complete ban on nuclear weapons, including transporting of such items by its main ally, the United States.
The discovery was a major step forward for the Democratic Party of Japan, which formed a centre-left government in September, ousting the conservative Liberal Democratic Party”
 				- Nuclear Weapons News Article 

· Okinawa Basing Agreement 
· Okinawa basing agreement – 
· 1st prime minister – Hatoyama - couldn’t renegotiate a compromise to the basing agreement that allowed him to say in power. He just left the previous agreement in-tact. 
· Current prime minister – Kan – is trying to make it so that military presence in the Okinawa base is reduced in the upcoming years. 
· **AFF on the topic – decrease marine presence
· Japanese politics advantages 

Potential Affirmatives 
· BMD Cooperation – 
· We test a lot of our missile defense systems in Japan. 
· China/Russia/Noko are emboldened by it. 
· Stop basing 
· Japanese politics advantages about Kan’s agenda 
· Forward-deployment bad 
· F-22s 
· Submarines
· Marines v. Army 
· Nuclear extended deterrence 

