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The Problems of Critical Theory
Politics

Politics is about the process by which individuals come together to achieve goals.  It is inherently a game of power.  Here are some undeniable facts of life:

-we are born in a world with other people

-humans often have interests that conflict with one another

-it follows that decisions we make effect other people

Politics is the study and conduct of decision-making power (who's got it, and who hasn't) at the inter-social and societal levels. Some even use the term politology. When considered at smaller scales, e.g. within a profession, it is indistinguishable from applied ethics or specialist ethical codes - for these issues see the list of ethics articles.  At whatever scale, politics is the rather imperfect way that we actually do coordinate individual actions for mutual (or strictly personal) gain. What distinguishes the political from the ethical or merely social is a much-debated question. Most theorists would acknowledge that to be political, a process has to involve at least some potential for use of force or violence - politics is about conflict that is about much more than theory and fashion. To win a political conflict always implies that one has taken power away from one group or faction to give it to another. Most would also acknowledge that political conflict can easily degrade to zero-sum games, with little learned or settled by conflict other than "who won and who lost":  Lenin said politics was about "who could do what to whom" (Russian "Kto-Kogo" for "Who-Whom"). As political scientist Harold Lasswell said, politics is "who gets what, when and how." It also concerns how we resolve moral conflicts that are sufficiently serious that they constitute a risk of social disruption - in which case commitment to a common process of arbitration or diplomacy tends to reduce violence - usually viewed as a key goal of civilization. Bernard Crick is a major theorist of this view and also of the idea that politics is itself simply "ethics done in public", where public institutions can agree, disagree, or intervene to achieve a desirable culmination or comprehensive (process) result. 

http://www.knowledgerush.com/kr/encyclopedia/Politics/
Politics in the society we live in is conducted through the lens of problem-oriented theory.  If you run a policy aff, this is what you do:


-you characterize the status quo as creating problems


-you propose a solution to fix that problem.

1:   
Don’t over complicate things.  The affirmative offense should always center around defending the benefits of problem-oriented theory and politics.

Nearly every K alt will abandon problem oriented theory.  

 The Origins of Postmodern Critical theory

The Enlightenment 

The World used to be ordered and maintained based on religious principles.  This caused a lot of problems.  The Enlightenment is the period where philosophy and government embraced the idea that reason can explain all things in the world and guide us to good decision making.

The Great War (WWI and WWII) and especially the Holocaust changed the name of the game.  All of Western civilization had been founded on principles of rationality, science, and reason to guide politics.  Once the greatest war in history and the attempted extermination of an entire race came about, philosophers were forced to ask the question “how could this happen?” It followed that theorists started to question the utility of Enlightenment principles.  This sustained critique has evolved over time and is often called Postmodernism.  Most Ks in debate are related to postmodernism:
Postmodernism is a tendency in contemporary culture characterized by the rejection of objective truth and global cultural narrative. It emphasizes the role of language, power relations, and motivations; in particular it attacks the use of sharp classifications such as male versus female, straight versus gay, white versus black, and imperial versus colonial. Postmodernism has influenced many cultural fields, including literary criticism, sociology, linguistics, architecture, visual arts, and music. Postmodernist thought is an intentional departure from modernist approaches that had previously been dominant. The term "Postmodernism" comes from its rejection of the "Modern" scientific mentality of objectivity and progress associated with the Enlightenment.
2:

Ks are in the end always about making the world a better place, often by creating guiding (non)principles for our lives.
Generating Offense
Remember those 3 facts about the world.  

-we are born in a world with other people

-humans often have interests that conflict with one another

-it follows that decisions we make effect other people

Does the K change any of these facts?  NO.  Let’s look at those three statements and figure out some generic offense.

Does the K abandon politics?

Politics requires that people come together in groups and make decisions.  How does postmodern critical theory undermine this?


-Focuses on individualism


-entire theory is about fracturing


-believes that symbolism is a prerequisite to materialism (framing questions)
There are both good and bad components of Politics.

The K will always focus on the bad things that have happened, and surely there are many.  But these aren’t unique to the period of Enlightenment.  It’s not like before science and rationality guided human decision making the world was rainbows and lolly pops.

People who advocate for bad politics don’t go away because of an alternative.

The first reason we should stick to politics has to do with conservatism.  We are born in a world with other people, and sometimes those people are not nice.  


Abandoning Politics ( Conservative take over


1- the aff should probably not be conservative (it should help people)


2- make comparative claims (why is right-wing takeover worse)?  It probably causes more of the links to the K.
3:

If you know you are debating a K team, change up some of your impacts.  To make claims about conservative takeover being bad you have to prove your aff isn’t super-conservative.

Politics effects other people- The importance of materialism

Over two thirds of the world is poor and non-white.  Critical theory was developed in a society full of middle class, white males.  Think about it-how useful can a political theory be if most of the world’s population cannot understand it.  


Critical theory abandons the poor



1-born out of privilege



2-assumes, white, European centered education



3-inaccessible for billions


Critical theory facilitates capitalism



1-focuses on fragmentation/individualism



2-this is the key component of capitalism



3-unified politics/leftism only way 

We can’t abandon all coherence/reason/homogenization in politics

State can curb/control the impacts of the K.  The problem isn’t the state, it’s what the state does.  Politics is what allows us to navigate through those problems.


We must have some norms that allow contestation. Saying there is no Truth can potentially allow any claim to be valid.  This is intertwined with the conservatism turns.  Abandoning all reason means there is no way to logically refute people that advocate radically conservative politics.

4:

You have to prove that the alternative is inaccessible for most people.  It undercuts the solvency of the alternative, creates offensive arguments about why the affirmative is superior, and generally disproves the K.

Is this offense?

For something to be offense, the team advocating it generally has to prove that in their world, the impact doesn’t happen.  


Example:  The negative is going for the economy impact.  They have to prove that in the status quo the economy will maintain.

The most common way K teams will answer these turns is by saying your aff doesn’t solve them, so it’s not unique offense to voting aff.  

Cake is delicious.  Don’t let them take cake and eat it, too.

The negative typically isn’t getting links off of your plan.  They are trying to saddle you with the entire burden of history (they take all the bad parts of your philosophy and force you to defend them).  Your aff didn’t cause the Holocaust, but rational science did and your aff believes in rational science, therefore you are responsible for the Holocaust.

So that’s how the negative characterizes your aff.  Yet, when you try to defend all the good parts of politics (potential to fight conservatism, ability to help people who are underprivileged, ability to curb excessive power) the negative is up in arms about how you can’t do that.  

YOU CANNOT ALLOW THIS TO HAPPEN.

If the negative wants to saddle you with all the bad, you can defend all the good.  This is called reciprocity.
Also, the K might only be refuting the aff, but the alternative has broader implications.  If the alternative abandons a certain worldview entirely, and you win that worldview is critical to effective politics, that is a DA to the alt.

5:

The K links to more than the plan, but the alternative refutes more than just the plan.  If you prove that what the alternative refutes is important for other reasons, that is offense.  
