What is this, Parli?:

or how I stopped fearing effort and learned to love the card.

Part I: Put the fun back in fundamentals

What is a Card? (yes, you will screw this up)

· At a minimum, consists of at least one full paragraph of evidence text that is underlined for reading.

· DON’T: (a) cut partial paragraphs; (b) remove or alter specific sentences or words; (c) omit paragraphs between what you want to read.

· DO: (a) cut evidence within the spirit of the author’s intent; (b) prefer predictive claims to description; (c) look for comparative claims; (d) underline your evidence.

Full Citation format

Author Last name, Date

Full Author Name, qualifications, article/book title, hyperlink/journal, date accessed

· My macros don’t work: (a) did you open inside of Microsoft word? (b) have you enabled macros through your security settings?

· The text I copied is in a different format: (a) did you use ‘paste special?’ (b) there is no b.

· The pdf or book I pasted in looks weird: (a) did you remove hard returns?

· My macros stopped working after I saved it: (a) did you save it as a .dot file, not a .doc/docx file?

· My add-on buttons don’t show up: (a) have you adjusted your menu bar to allow it? (b) it’s irrelevant if you just use the f-keys.

· I have a mac: you’ve been branded as a class enemy and the party has been notified.

· Screw it, I’ll just make a regular document look like it was done in the template: (a) seriously? Don’t be that dude.

· Doesn’t this just seem a little tedious and pedantic: No. It saves your lab leaders a great deal of sanity.  You love your lab leaders, don’t you…and it’s a must if you debate in college. Learn it now.

Books? What is a book?

· They are in Foley Library and they rule.

· Books can be processed through a scanner or copied, cut and taped

· How do I use it? You need your book, a jump-drive/copier and a steady hand.

· DON’T mark in the books.  Type your tags/cites/page numbers in a computer and scan/copy later.

Common Book processing errors

· My scans are a picture of a page in a book: (a) did you set the scan settings to OCR/pdf? (b) did you save the scan as a .jpg/.tiff instead of .pdf?

· My scan is a pdf but I can’t select the text: (a) scan settings must be set to allow for OCR.

· My scan is OCR’d but the software won’t convert it to text: (a) is the book level? (b) is the book opened as flat as possible? 

A few notes on PDFs and Google Books

· I have a PDF that doesn’t allow me to select text: (a) it is an image scan, not electronic text. You will have to type the cards or process them through a scanner.

· I have a PDF that selects text but won’t allow copying: (a) it is ‘locked’ (look for a small lock icon); (b) it can be unlocked with free software.  Install “Freeware PDF Unlocker”.

· The card is only available in googlebooks: either type it, use the ‘snippet tool’ in Windows 7, or use the ‘print-screen’ method.

Part II: Researching the Topic

Your holy grail at the GDI

· Remember this URL:

· http://www.gonzaga.edu/Academics/Libraries/default.asp
· If you plan on using the library while at the GDI

Useful Databases

· Academic Search Premiere

· Project Muse

· Wilson Omnifile

· JSTOR

· Lexis Academic

· Scholar.google.com

But I reallllllly love Google

· 1. Stop it.

· Google is like the debater’s drug- it is not good for us be we just loooooove it so much.

· 2. Only sometimes is just the first step to addiction

· I mean, the metaphor was too perfect, I had to keep it up

Ok so maybe Google isn’t that bad

· But then again, I don’t really need to tell you how to use it. Anyone can figure it out. We only concern ourselves with more lofty forms of research here.

Topic specific think-tanks

· Find a good think-tank index.

· Here’s one: http://thinktanks.fpri.org/
· Think tanks are a good weapon in your research arsenal

Part III: Mastering the Game

· With a face like that, it’s gonna take a lot more than pretty talking to bring home the ballot.

· We’re gonna need to cut some cards.

Advanced research tips

· Learn to research inductively and deductively.

· Hash out a research plan.

· Map your argument out before hand

· Search methodically

· Mine footnotes, authors and think-tanks.

· Use technology to your advantage (e.g. RSS feeds and Google reader)

· Work harder and smarter than your opposition.

