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Topicality Lecture


2010 Resolution: The United States federal government should substantially reduce its military and/or police presence in one or more of the following: South Korea, Japan, Afghanistan, Kuwait, Iraq, Turkey.

1. What is Topicality? 

· Establishes the grounds upon which we debate 

· Lines are not always clear – and that’s why we debate topicality. 

2. What are the relevant words 

· United States federal government

· Substantially  

· Without material qualifications 

· A percentage

What function does substantially serve in the resolution? 

· Modifies reduce

Reduce - cut down on

make smaller;

narrow or limit;

repress

make less complex;

Which of these things is not like the other ones?

Little words matter too – “its” which denotes possession. 

“Military and/or police presence “

Military – what’s it mean? 

A: Personnel only 

The Random House Dictionary

Presence: The military or economic power of a country as reflected abroad by the stationing of its troops, sale of its goods, etc.: the American military presence in Europe.

B: Personnel plus Bases
James Meernik, University of North Texas, 1994, “Presidential Decision Making and the Political Use of Military Force,” International Studies Quarterly, Volume 38, p. 127

The level of American involvement in an area in which an opportunity takes place is perhaps the most visible demonstration of US commitment.  US military involvement as defined includes: (1) an established American military presence, defined as a U.S. military base, (2) the furnishing of military aid to some state or organization, or (3) a prior use of force.  Such investment represents American interest and obligation to allies, enemies, and neutral parties alike.

C: Personnel plus Bases plus Equipment
D: Other variations – weapons/equipment only, bases only

Police presence – what’s it mean? 

A. Part of the military presence 

B. Separate from military presence  

Why is it in the topic? 

3. What do we want the topic to look like? 

The Basics – Setting up the debate in the 1NC

Basic Topicality violation:

· Interpretation

· Violation

· Standards

· Voter/ Competing interpretations

The negative initiates the debate by proposing a vision of the topic.  


The negative has to provide reasons or standards for why their vision or interpretation of the topic is good for debate. 

-Limits
-Fairness

-Education

-Ground

-Qualifications

-Bright Line

-Extra - Topicality

-Effects

-Affirmative Conditionality

-Intent to Define

-Grammar

-Predictability

Responding to the 1NC - 

Basic 2AC Response:

· We Meet

· Counter interpretation

· Counter standards

· Answers to negative’s standards

· Not a voter/reasonability

So how do you debate these standards? 

A. What they mean

B. How they relate to each other – predictable ground versus predictability and ground. 

a. Combining them

b. Comparing them

4. Resolving the debate


Competing interpretations


Reasonability


Reasonable Counter interpretation 

· Judge intervention/arbitrary

· Race to the bottom (most limiting) 

· In round abuse/Potential abuse

· No risk offense 

The negative’s interpretation of the topic is everything inside of the box. The lines of the box are the limits or boundaries established by their definition of the topic. Everything outside the box (i.e. the plan) is not topical. 








