Introduction to Topicality –

I: Dissecting the resolution:

The United States federal government should substantially reduce its military and/or police presence in one or more of the following: South Korea, Japan, Afghanistan, Kuwait, Iraq, Turkey.

A: Key Phrases:


-Substantially Reduce


-Military and/or Police presence


-Its


-In

B: Stem 

The United States Federal Government should

C: Verb

Reduce

D: Direct Object

Military and/or Police Presence

E: Modifiers 
Substantially

Its

In

II: Understanding the “Military” portion of the topic

Basic Interpretations:

A: Personnel only 

The Random House Dictionary

Presence: The military or economic power of a country as reflected abroad by the stationing of its troops, sale of its goods, etc.: the American military presence in Europe.

B: Personnel plus Bases
James Meernik, University of North Texas, 1994, “Presidential Decision Making and the Political Use of Military Force,” International Studies Quarterly, Volume 38, p. 127

The level of American involvement in an area in which an opportunity takes place is perhaps the most visible demonstration of US commitment.  US military involvement as defined includes: (1) an established American military presence, defined as a U.S. military base, (2) the furnishing of military aid to some state or organization, or (3) a prior use of force.  Such investment represents American interest and obligation to allies, enemies, and neutral parties alike.

C: Personnel plus Bases plus Equipment
D: Personnel plus Bases plus Equipment plus Virtual
Key Issues:

A: Source (its)

B: The “small” military topic

C: The “big” military topic

III: Understanding the “Police” Portion of the topic

A: Military Law Enforcement

B: Federal Police Presence 

Key Issues:

A: The “military-police” topic

B: The “big” police topic

C: Topic Coherence and Explosion 

IV: Limits – The Key to understanding Topicality

A: Topic Size, Fairness and Education

B: Competiting Interpretations vs. Reasonability



V: Standards, Impacts and Voting Issues

-Limits

-Fairness

-Education

-Ground

-Qualifications

-Bright Line

-Extra

-Effects

-Affirmative Conditionality

-Intent to Define

-Grammar

-Predictability

-By Exclusion

-By Inclusion

Conclusion: Bringing it all together

1NC Shell 


-Interpretation


-Definitions


-Violation


-Standards (Reasons to Prefer)


-Voting Issues 

2NC Overview


-Interpretation


-Case List (Inclusion and Exclusion)


-Topical Version of the Affirmative


-Impact Calculus

2AC Block


-We meet


-Counter-Interpretation


-Reasons to Prefer


-AT – Negative’s reasons to prefer


-Defense


-Reasonability 

The Last Rebuttal


-Violation


-Impact calculus


-Pulling the Trigger

Imagine the “Interpretation” is the Box – Everything inside is Topical and everything outside is not Topical. The “Limit” or “Boundary” of the Topic is the  edge of the Box.








