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Part 1 – Timeline 
· South Korea – Timeline 
· End of World War II – Japan, thoroughly defeated, loses control of South Korea 
· The US and USSR split the country into two but promise national elections…which never occur. 
· 1948 – the UN designates the Republic of Korea (ROK) the only legitimate government, with Seoul as capital 
· South Korea – Timeline 
· 1950 – the USSR vastly disagrees with the UN and establishes the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK). 
· War ensues, with U.S. forces entering the fray. 
· 1953 – the war ends – ceasefire occurs along the 38th parallel in the demilitarized zone (DMZ). 
· South Korea – Timeline 
· 1954 – ROK/U.S. Mutual Security Agreement signed – ensures that either party will intervene in defense of the other in a conflict. 
· 1978 – ROK/U.S. create a Combined Forces Command (CFC), the foundation for most military presence. 
· South Korea – Timeline 
· 1990s – South Korea stops electing American shill candidates. New leaders advocate engaging the North. 
· 2000 – 2002 – Bush ends diplomatic relations with DPRK; deems them “Axis of Evil”
· 1998 – 2007 – South Korean president Kim introduces the “Sunshine Policy,” which offered economic and humanitarian aid to North Korea in exchange for contacts between long-divided families and other cultural concessions. President Roh continues these policies. 
· South Korea
http://www.ebaumsworld.com/video/watch/81006420/ 
Part 2: Turmoil
 
· South Korea – Turmoil 
· 2008 – Present – President Lee Myung-bak is elected, marking a return to tougher policies towards North Korea. 
· Votes for UN sanctions against North Korea
· Makes economic aid contingent on NoKo denuclearization
· Creates Vision 3000 – promises NoKo $3k per capita if it agrees to denuclearize 
· South Korea – Turmoil 
· 2006 – DPRK launches a nuclear missile test 
· Causes a rift between the US and ROK
· Roh downplayed the importance of the July missile tests, saying the weapons would not make it to the United States but would go too far to be a threat to Seoul. He did not want to lose ground on advances made in inter-Korean relations 
· South Korea – Turmoil 
· 2007 – Signs mostly positive – 
· North Korea agrees to begin disarmament process in exchange for fuel assistance. 
· North Korea closes its main plant at Yongbyon 
 
· Opening of the first cross-border railroad 
· South Korea – Turmoil 
· January 1, 2008 – North Korea misses the deadline to fully declare its nuclear activities.  Things generally don’t go well. 
· 2008 – several key breakthroughs, including U.S. shipment of oil and other economic aid 
· End of 2008 – Six-party discussions on verification, disablement, and energy assistance in Beijing end in stalemate due to a failure to reach agreement on verification 
· South Korea – Turmoil 
· Feb 09 – North Korean officials declare that the country’s declared stock of plutonium has “already been weaponized” and cannot be inspected. 
· Apr 09 – NoKo launches its three-stage Unha-2 rocket, a ballistic missile. They claim it is a communications satellite. The UN Security Council issues stern disapproval. 
· May 09 – a month after kicking IAEA and U.S. inspectors out of the country, NoKo conducts underground nuclear tests. 
· South Korea – Turmoil 
· March 26, 2010 – North Korea sinks the South Korean Cheonan – 46 soldiers die   
· May 10 – The US and South Korea begin a series of military drills 
· Raises a suspicious question – “How is it that a submarine of a fifth-rate power was able to penetrate a U.S.-South Korean naval exercise and sink a ship that was designed for anti-submarine warfare?” – Jeff Stein, NYT 
· South Korea – Turmoil 
· Cover-up? Some argue the naval exercise was intended to provoke the North into an attack that would cause a public outcry in the South which would bolster support for a conservative government in Seoul that is opposed to reconciliation efforts.
· "Baengnyeong Island is only 20 kilometers from North Korea in an area that the North claims as its maritime territory, except for the South Korean territorial sea around the island.” Sakai, Japan Focus.
· South Korea – Turmoil 
· American spy satellites were also monitoring the exercise, “so the U.S. would have known that North Korean submarines had left their ports on a mission.” – Snyder, director of Center for U.S.-Korea Policy. 
· The route the North Korean submarines apparently took was from the East Sea, not directly from the North across the NLL,” or Northern Limit Line, the sea boundary unilaterally imposed by Seoul 
· South Korea – Turmoil 
· Experts challenge the conspiracy theorists;
· “Beyond the obvious difficulty in tracking something that is designed to operate quietly, navies are confronted with natural acoustical phenomena as shallow, noisy littoral waters and layers of water salinity which can provide cover for submarines.” – Bruce Klingner, fmr chief of CIA’s Korea Branch
· “[T]he Cheonan was an older Pohang-class corvette and not one of these [newer] ships.” -- Terence Roehrig, Professor at the Naval War College 
· South Korea – Turmoil 
· “The submarine perhaps could have come fairly close to the NLL using diesel power, then switched to battery power, which is much quieter.” – Bechtol, Professor of international relations at the Marine Corps Command and Staff College. 
· “The fact of the matter is, a submarine did infiltrate into South Korean waters -- and they have done so in the past fairly frequently. It is their mission.” – Bechtol 
· South Korea – Turmoil 
· Predicting the Future – the tide may swing back in favor of engagement. 
· Kim and Roh’s foundation was mostly the younger generation, known as the ‘386 generation.’ This generation thinks their previous presidents exaggerated the threat” to maintain authoritarian power. 
· Lee was elected with a large older constituency that greatly fears North Korea
· Obvi prediction: the tide will swing back in favor of peace/reunification. 
· South Korea – Topic http://ballhype.com/video/north-korea-funny-training-exercise/ 
Part 3 – The Topic 
· South Korea - Topic 
· The Aff 
· Advantage 1 – North Korea 
· Forward military bases, AEGIS ships, nuclear-powered aircraft carriers, submarines and cruise missiles would be of little operational value in safeguarding the American mainland from nuclear holocaust. Moreover, dozens, hundreds of Chernobyls will inevitably break out in South Korea, Japan and the United States. 
· China Trick
· Strengths: timeframe, probability 
· South Korea – Topic 
· Advantage 2 – Japan
· Independence
· Conflict Stability – Asia
· Taiwan/China
· Great power war 
· Walking the fine line: how aggressive is too aggressive?
· What utility does this have against Consult Japan?
· South Korea – Topic 
· Neg side DAs – 
· Lee DA – Economic reforms good 
· Regime Collapse DA 
· Capitalizing on the Aff’s strength; yes, it’s a big problem (Aff’s impact strength) – that makes it much more difficult to resolve. 
· South Korea – Topic 
· Big questions the Neg should ask… 
· Does war escalate? Would other great powers get involved?
· Can North Korea act tough or just talk tough?
· Does deterrence work? 
· Would North Korea or China invade? 

